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The Honorable First name, Last name
Address
City, State Zip


Dear Senator/Representative [Last name]:

 

For the past three years, the U.S. Senate and House of Representatives included language in their annual Labor, Health and Human Services (LHHS) appropriations bill about tinnitus, commonly known as "ringing in the ears." The committee reports have directed the National Institutes of Health (NIH), the Department of Defense (DoD) and the Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) to take a collaborative and multi-disciplinary approach to advance the research knowledge on tinnitus toward a cure. This language was instrumental in the creation of a collaborative multi-agency workshop only on tinnitus in the summer of 2009 between NIH, DoD and VA. This was the first time that a workshop of this kind had ever been held solely on the subject of treating and ultimately curing tinnitus. The American Tinnitus Association (ATA) continues to support increased collaboration between these three agencies to push for even more funding for this far too long neglected condition. I respectfully request that you support the efforts of ATA and all tinnitus sufferers in the U.S.

 

As your constituent and a person with tinnitus, I am asking you to make sure that tinnitus language is included in future appropriations bills. This expanded research is needed now more than ever before. Research that can offer a cure or even some relief is important to me and to the millions of Americans who have or who are at risk for getting tinnitus.

 

In the U.S., 50 million experience tinnitus. Of those, 12 million have chronic tinnitus and 2 million are completely disabled from their tinnitus. Additionally, tinnitus disproportionately impacts veterans and military personnel. In fact, our brave men and women returning from Iraq and Afghanistan are reporting the highest incidence of tinnitus in veterans, ever. For the third consecutive year, tinnitus is the number one service-connected disability for returning members of the armed services. The incessant sounds of tinnitus interfere with sleep, conversation, concentration, and life in general. If we do not intervene and continually increase the available research funding to support these scientists who have isolated the condition in the brain and can now “see” tinnitus using imaging technologies, many millions more will have to suffer, some their entire lives, from this condition which can and will be cured.


Please support any increases in appropriations to the NIH, DoD and the VA that support increases for tinnitus research. I ask your support of these efforts for me as your constituent, for the brave men and women serving our country in Iraq and Afghanistan and for all the millions of Americans who suffer from tinnitus. Great strides have been made in recent years and it is imperative that this research can continue.

 

Sincerely,



(Your name and organization’s name, if you represent a group)
(Your address)
(Phone number or email address) 
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