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About the American Tinnitus Association

Since 1971, the American Tinnitus Association (ATA) has been the nation's leading
organization dedicated to improving the lives of people who suffer from tinnitus. Guided by
our core values of compassion, credibility, and responsibility, we provide strategies and
resources that support relief, prevention, and effective management for the millions affected
by this condition.

ATA brings together patients, researchers, healthcare professionals, industry partners, and
policymakers to advance scientific understanding of tinnitus and accelerate breakthrough
discoveries.

Our Commitment to Research

Finding a cure for tinnitus is our highest priority, and rigorous research is essential to
achieving this goal. Since launching our grants program in 1981, when little tinnitus research
existed in the United States, ATA has invested more than $7 million to advance treatments
and cures. Funded entirely by donations, our grants provide critical seed funding that helps
researchers generate preliminary data, launch innovative pilot studies, and secure larger
federal awards.

ATA is commmitted to advancing the tinnitus research field through three strategic goals:

1. Attracting more researchers to the field by providing funding commensurate with the
impact and importance of tinnitus research.

2. Encouraging innovative research that pushes boundaries and explores new
approaches.

3. Advancing the careers of early investigators who represent the future of tinnitus
research.

Our research program is dedicated to curing tinnitus through innovative science and by
supporting the next generation of researchers and clinicians. Through competitive grants and
fellowships, we advance technologies and discoveries that lead to effective treatments and
interventions that support patients who experience bothersome tinnitus. Each award reflects
our commitment to the tinnitus community and the life-changing power of research.



2026 Postdoctoral Fellowship Grants

ATA Fellowships support the training and professional development of the next generation of
tinnitus researchers and clinicians in the United States. These mentored training awards
enable fellows to build expertise in tinnitus research or clinical care during formative stages of
their careers. ATA fellowships provide critical support that helps promising individuals
establish themselves in the field, creating a pipeline of investigators and clinicians who will
advance understanding of tinnitus and improve patient care for decades to come.

Important Dates

e Grant Application Opens: March 9, 2026
e Grant Application Closes: April 24, 2026

e Fellowship Period:: July 1, 2026 through June 30, 2028

Award Information

Graduate Research Fellowship

The ATA Graduate Research Fellowship provides $40,000 for one year* to support doctoral
students conducting tinnitus-focused dissertation research in the United States under the
mentorship of established investigators. The fellowship is designed to attract promising
early-career scientists to the tinnitus field and to support rigorous, high-quality research
during a critical stage of doctoral training. Fellows may pursue basic, translational, or clinical
research projects that advance understanding of tinnitus mechanisms, assessment,
prevention, or treatment. The one-year duration allows for intensive, focused training, helping
fellows develop technical expertise and build a foundation for future postdoctoral or clinical
research careers.

Music Audiology Fellowship

The ATA Music Audiology Fellowship provides $20,000 for one year* to support specialized
clinical training and professional development for audiologists and audiology students in the
United States, with the goal of durably improving hearing healthcare for music-exposed
individuals. Fellows may pursue training in hearing conservation for specific instrument types,
develop expertise in custom hearing protection that preserves sound quality, study the
relationship between music genre and hearing damage patterns, or create clinical protocols
designed for performing artists. The one-year duration allows for intensive, focused training,
helping fellows develop technical expertise and build a foundation for future postdoctoral or
clinical research careers.

*Training awards are direct costs only; indirect costs are not permitted under these awards.
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Eligibility

General Eligibility Requirements

Applicants must be affiliated with an accredited academic institution, clinical organization, or
research institution in the United States at the time of application and for the full duration of
the award. The fellowship supports professional development and training and is not
intended to fund indirect costs or institutional overhead.

All funded investigators and fellows are expected to engage with the broader tinnitus
research and clinical community through activities such as conferences, workshops,
publications, or other ATA-designated forums.

Graduate Research Fellowship
The Graduate Research Fellowship is intended to support early-career investigators at the
doctoral level who are conducting dissertation research focused on tinnitus.

Eligible applicants must meet the following criteria:

e Be enrolled full-time in a doctoral program (PhD, MD/PhD, AuD/PhD, or equivalent) at
an accredited U.S. institution at the time of award activation.

e Propose dissertation research that is directly focused on tinnitus.

e Conduct research under the mentorship of an established investigator with an active
tinnitus research program.

e The mentor must hold a faculty or equivalent senior research appointment in the
United States and demonstrate current or recent extramural funding and relevant
expertise to support the proposed work.

e The fellowship is a mentored training award intended to support the student directly.
Award funds are not transferable to the mentor or institution beyond stipend-related
expenses.

Music Audiology Fellowship

The Music Audiology Fellowship is designed to support graduate students in audiology, as
well as licensed audiologists seeking specialized training related to tinnitus and hearing
disorders in musicians and music industry professionals. Applicants must reside in the United
States with the intent to perform their research in the United States.

Eligible applicants must meet the following criteria:

e Bein good standing in an audiology doctoral program, or hold a professional degree
(AuD or equivalent).

e A current state license to practice audiology. In the case of a student awardee, a
licensed and certified preceptor will be recruited to support the student's work.
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e Demonstrate an interest in or current involvement with clinical care, research, or
professional training related to musicians or other high-risk sound-exposed
populations.

e Propose a one-year professional development or training plan focused on improving
care, prevention strategies, or clinical approaches for musicians affected by tinnitus
and hearing disorders.

Questions?

For questions regarding the application process, documentation requirements, scientific
priorities, eligibility requirements, or any other aspect of the ATA Research Grants Program,

please contact: gra nts@ata.org.
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Application Process

How to Submit

All ATA Fellowship applications must be submitted through ProposalCentral in accordance
with the instructions outlined in this RFP. General guidance for creating an application can

be found at: https://docs.proposalcentral.com/CreateApp.pdf

Review Process

Applications are reviewed by the ATA Scientific Advisory Committee (SAC), an international
group of researchers and clinicians who advise ATA staff and the Board of Directors on
scientific and clinical priorities.

Final funding decisions are made by the ATA Board of Directors.

Review Criteria

Applications will be evaluated using criteria appropriate to the fellowship mechanism:

e Relevance and Significance: Alignment with the ATA mission and relevance to
tinnitus research, clinical care, or prevention.

e Training Value: Quality of the proposed research or training experience and its
potential to advance the fellow’s career in tinnitus-related work.

e Mentorship and Environment: Strength of the mentoring plan (where applicable)
and adequacy of the institutional or clinical setting to support the fellow.

e Approach and Feasibility: Clarity, appropriateness, and feasibility of the proposed
research or training plan within the fellowship period.

e Long-Term Impact: Likelihood that the fellowship will contribute to sustained
engagement in tinnitus research or specialized clinical care.

Budget Guidelines
Fellowships are issued with no institutional overhead or indirect costs.

Allowable Expenses

e Fellow stipend or salary support
e Research-related supplies (Graduate Research Fellowship only)
e Clinical training costs, specialized coursework, or professional development
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e Conference registration or training-related travel when directly related to the
fellowship objectives

Unallowable Expenses

Institutional indirect or overhead costs

Recreational or leisure activities

General education materials unrelated to the fellowship
Publication or printing costs

Research equipment (single-item devices >$5000).

Application Instructions

Applications must be submitted through ProposalCentral and include the sections outlined
below. Instructions must be followed for the application to be eligible for review. Required
sections are marked with an asterisk ().

Section 1: Title and General Information

Provide basic information about your application.
e Project Title*:

o Provide a project title that does not exceed 200 characters, including the
spaces between the words.

e Type of Proposal*:
o New Proposal — a proposal that has not been funded by the ATA
o Continuation —a previously funded proposal applying for continued funding

m If you select “Continuation”, please provide your current ATA award
number

e Resubmission*:
o Isthis proposal a resubmission? —yes or no

o Prior Proposal — for resubmissions, select the appropriate proposal from the
dropdown menu. First-time applicants should select ‘Prior Proposal Not in
ProposalCentral’

e Requested amount of funding*:

o Funding Mechanism - select the appropriate funding mechanism for your
proposal. Award levels can be found on the second page of this document.
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o What is the total budget requested?

Section 2: Download Templates and Instructions

Access instructions and templates that may be needed for your application.

e Application Instructions

e |Legal Policy* — All applicants must sign and agree to the ATA legal policy. If state
laws prohibit you from signing the ATA legal policy as written, please submit your
signed application with revised legal language that is acceptable to your institution.

e |RSWS8BEN Form

e |RSW9 Form

Section 3: Enable Other Users to Access this Proposal

Share your proposal with the necessary contacts for your application.

e Provide access to co-investigators, departmental officials, and/or grants administrators
to receive system notifications and view or edit the proposal. Refer to pages 5 and 6 of
the Proposal Central guidelines for exact instructions.

Section 4: Applicant Information

Provide relevant background information about the Principal Investigator.
e Principal Investigator: Select ‘Edit Professional Profile’ to make profile changes
o Select appropriate Principal Investigator from dropdown
o Select ‘Edit Professional Profile’ to make profile changes

e ORCID iD: ATA strongly encourages providing an ORCID iD. ORCID iD connects
researchers with their professional information, ensuring recognition of their work.

Please see orcid.org for more details.

Describe the Principal Investigator’s relevant education, training, experience, and interest in
tinnitus-related research or clinical care.

e Narrative Biography (maximum 1,000 characters)

o Briefly describe your relevant background and training experience. Factors
may include: stage of training and program enrollment; previous work in
tinnitus research or related areas; clinical or research skills; and mentorship or
supervision received. You may cite up to four publications or research products
that highlight your experience and qualifications for this fellowship. Research
products can include, but are not limited to, audio or video products;
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conference proceedings such as meeting abstracts, posters, or other
presentations; patents; data and research materials; databases; educational
aids or curricula; instruments or equipment; models; protocols; and software or
netware.

Section 5: Institution Information & Contacts

Applicants must identify their lead U.S. institution and provide contact information for a
primary contact who will serve as their mentor during the fellowship period.

e Institution and Contacts:

o Using the ProposalCentral portal, select the lead institution for this proposal.
The portal will automatically populate the required fields.

e Facilities: (Do not exceed 2,000 characters)

o Identify the facilities to be used and other resources that are directly applicable
to the proposed work. Details should focus on the institution where the
proposed research is to be conducted instead of listing all potential facilities
accessible by the investigators of the proposed work.

Provide contact information of officials at your institution to coordinate administrative
details related to the grant application.

e Required Institution Contacts:
o Signing Official

m Provide the email address of the Signing Official (SO). A SO has
institutional authority to legally bind the institution in
grant-administration matters by providing signature approval on grant
application submissions. The SO monitors grant related activities within
the extramural organization and may have several titles. The SO can also
create additional accounts for personnel at their institution, including
new signing official accounts.

o Sponsored Programs Officer

m Provide the email address of your Sponsored Programs Officer. A
Sponsored Programs Officer is responsible for authorizing proposals for
submission and for interpreting, negotiating, and accepting contracts
and grants for sponsored projects funded by federal and state agencies,
foundations, and other public and private sources.

Section 6: Project Summary and Keywords

Summarize your project and provide relevant keywords to ensure the selection of
appropriate reviewers.
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Lay Summary: (Do not exceed 1,500 characters.)

o Provide a plain-language description of the proposed research or training plan
suitable for a general audience.

o Do not include any confidential or proprietary information — if awarded, the lay
summary will become public information.

o Write in plain language, so a non-scientist or patient member of the tinnitus
community can understand the importance of the project.

Keywords:

o List any keywords that relate to your application to assist reviewers in
associating your application to related materials and publications.

o Provide at least 5 keywords that are appropriate to the proposed project. There
is no limit to how many keywords you can choose. However, select keywords
with care as they will be used to facilitate selection of appropriate reviewers.

o Ifyou cannot find keywords that sufficiently represent your proposed research,
you may provide additional options in the above section titled “Other
Keywords". Be sure to include enough keywords in the text box to meet the
minimum of 5 total keywords.

Section 7: Budget Period Detalil

Provide the requested budget with justification of planned expenses.

Provide a detailed budget and justification for the fellowship period. Allowable
expenses include stipend support for the fellow and purchases of essential supplies
and equipment directly required for the proposed work.

Indirect costs are not allowed under this award.

Budget justification should clearly connect each requested expense to the fellow's
training goals and proposed activities.

Grant funds may not be used for travel or living expenses; leisure or recreational
activities; or printing and publication costs.

Section 8: Assurances and Certifications

List any active or pending funding that may overlap with the proposed work and describe
how ATA funds will be used uniquely to support the fellowship activities.

List active and pending support for key personnel that may overlap with the proposed
work. For each instance of overlapping funding, provide the source of funding, title of
the project, project status, start and end dates, annual direct costs, project summary,
and a description of the overlap with the submitted proposal.
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Provide assurances on key ethical and biological resources.

e You may wish to submit a copy of your IRB/IACUC approval or approval request, but
this is not required at time of application. If your proposal is funded, relevant IRB
and/or IACUC approval will be required prior to dispersal of funds.

Section 9: Attachments

Required attachments are marked with an asterisk (¥).

e Fellowship Proposal or Training Plan* (maximum 6 pages)
Provide a concise description of the proposed research or training experience. The
proposal should include the following sections, using headers as appropriate:

o Objectives and Rationale: Clearly define the goals of the fellowship and explain
how the proposed work aligns with ATA's mission.

o Background and Significance: Summarize relevant literature or clinical context
and describe the importance of the proposed work to tinnitus research,
prevention, or clinical care.

o Research Approach or Training Activities: Describe the research design,
methods, or training activities to be undertaken during the fellowship period.

o Expected Outcomes and Career Impact: Describe anticipated outcomes of the
fellowship and how it will contribute to the applicant’'s long-term career
development in tinnitus-related research or clinical practice.

e Mentor Endorsement Letter*
Applicants for the Graduate Research Fellowship must identify a primary mentor and
include a document from the mentor on institutional letterhead providing:

o Their commitment to supervising and supporting the fellow throughout the
award period.

o Their qualifications and relevant experience with tinnitus research.

o Description of the mentoring plan and supervision structure to support the
fellow and the proposed work.

o A description of their funding support that would cover any fraction of the
student’s annual stipend that exceeds the funding provided here, as well as the
supplies, equipment, or other expenses necessary to perform the research that
are not covered by the provided stipend.

e Letter of Institutional Support*
A letter on institutional letterhead from the Director of the graduate program stating:
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o The student's year of enrollment and expected year of graduation.

o A statement confirming that the student is enrolled full-time and is in good
standing with the graduate program.

e Legal Requirement* (required)
All grant applicants must sign the legal agreement outlined in the online application.

o If state laws prohibit you from signing the ATA grant application as written,
please submit your signed application with revised legal language that is
acceptable to your institution.

Section 10: Demographic Information

Provide basic demographic information to contribute to improving our understanding of the
populations and characteristics of applicants to the ATA Innovative Grants Research

Program.

Section 11: Data Sharing and Access Plan

Describe how you plan on storing and sharing data collected from the proposed work.

e Date Plan:

o Describe how you plan to make data gained from this project publicly available
in the future. If appropriate, include data sharing costs in the budget. (Do not
exceed 2000 characters)

e Repository:

o Select the appropriate data repository to which you plan to submit your data.
You may choose from the list of data repositories, or you may provide
justification for an alternate repository.

e Data Plan Opt-Out Request:

o If adatasharing planis not included as part of the application, the applicant
must provide an 'opt-out' request. The request should include a rationale for
why it is unnecessary or inappropriate. (Do not exceed 2000 characters)

o Exemption Grounds: check all that apply to your data plan opt-out request

Intellectual Property Grounds
Financial Grounds

Human Subjects

Superseding Regulations Grounds

Other
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Section 12: Required E-Signatures

Route your application to the appropriate personnel for their electronic signatures.

Section 13; Validate

Complete an automatic validation of your application to ensure all required components
were submitted.

Section 14: Submit

After validating your application is complete, submit your application.
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